
John Keats Quote

In December 1817 John Keats was returning from a Christmas celebration with his friends
Charles Wentworth Dilke and Charles Brown.  On the walk home, he later told his brothers
George and Tom, he got into a ‘disquisition’ with Dilke:

Several things dovetailed in my mind, & at once it struck
me, what quality went to form a Man of Achievement
especially in Literature & which Shakespeare possessed so
enormously – I mean Negative Capability, that is when a
man is capable of being in uncertainties, Mysteries, doubts,
without any irritable reaching after fact & reason . . . .


